
Hercilia “Chila” Thompson began her career 
as administrative assistant at WSU in 1983 
for the Student Support Services (formerly 
Special Services for Disadvantaged Students--
Operation Success). During the course of her 
career, she has made significant contributions 
to TRIO/GEAR UP and the Wichita State 
campus community.

In 1998, Thompson received a promotion to 

where she is an at-large senator representing 
TRIO issues and concerns. She received the 
WSU President’s Distinguished Service Award, 
Bender of Twigs, and the Phenomenal Woman 
Award in recognition of her efforts at the 
university. Thompson is also an active member 
of the Educational Opportunity Association.

Thompson has an office occupations 
certificate from Emporia Vocational Technical 
School and a Bachelor of Arts in business 
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